
Villa Germaine
Region:  French Riviera (Cote D'Azur)     Sleeps:  12

Overview

Stay in a beautiful 19th century residence in an upmarket
neighbourhood of Grasse with easy reach to Cannes and
the beaches of the French Riviera.

Built by an American banker and philanthropist working in
Paris, wishing to own a family home in the Côte d'Azur, Villa
Germaine has had many prestigious residents over the
years including a famous impressionist artist and the
jeweller Jacques Cartier who married the owner’s
daughter. When sitting back in the drawing room or
relaxing on the bougainvillea-clad terrace, you will be
following the footsteps of house guests such as Renoir,
Degas, Ravel and Picasso.

Nowadays, this Belle Époque maison is a fine holiday villa
for up to 12 guests with magnificent views over the Côte
d'Azur hinterland towards the Mediterranean from its
hillside position in Grasse’s ‘Quartier Rothschild’.

It’s a home full of history and charm set within private
Mediterranean gardens featuring a large swimming pool
and pool house with summer kitchen for al-fresco dining
by the barbecue. Inside, the interiors are traditional with
modern touches, allowing guests to soak up the ambience
of the villa’s heritage whilst remaining comfortable across
its inviting living and dining spaces and five pretty
bedrooms. There’s even a brilliant gym across from the
characterful courtyard.

Upstairs, you will find three en suite double bedrooms, two
with king-size beds, whilst the spiral staircase continues
up to a fourth double and a quad for flexible sleeping
arrangements beneath the sloping ceilings. At the very
top, gaze at the incredible 360-degree views of
countryside, mountains and sea from the house’s unique
viewing tower.
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It’s a short drive or leisurely stroll into the heart of Grasse’s
old town with its medieval lanes of restaurants, café
terraces, pretty squares and daily flower market. Admire
the work of Reubens in the town’s cathedral, now
classified as a monument national, and learn all about
Grasse’s fascinating perfume heritage.

Visit idyllic villages such as Cabris, Gourdon and flower-
filled Mougins, appreciate contemporary artwork in Vence
and St-Paul-de-Vence and head to market towns such as
historic Valbonne on a Friday morning. Drive through
landscapes that have inspired French artists over the
many years, then find yourself by the shores of the French
Riviera with Cannes only 20km away.

Potter around the old town of Antibes, enjoy lunch by the
beach in Juan-les-Pins, hike across the coastal trails of
Cap d’Antibes and spend the day in the grand city of Nice.
Or perhaps you’d rather walk through the woodland of Lac
de Saint-Cassien or play golf in picturesque surroundings
as you make the most of your time in this captivating part
of southern France.

Facilities

Cycling  •  Ideal for Kids  •  Romantic  •  Walking/Hiking Paths  •  Horse Riding
 •  Watersports  •  Historical Sites  •  Tennis Nearby  •  Private Pool  •  Wine
Tasting  •  Air-Con  •  Golf Nearby  •  Boat Trips  •  Villa  •  Special Offer  •  Ideal
for Teens  •  Has Discount  •  Maid Service Available  •  Cots (Cribs)  •  <1hr to
Airport  •  Parking Space  •  Pool Safety Feature  •  Wi-Fi/Internet  •  Seaview  • 
Easy By Train  •  Washing Machine  •  Outstanding Landscapes  •  Coffee
Machine  •  Outdoor Pursuit & Activities  •  Tourist Towns & Villages  •  TV  • 
Laptop Friendly Workspace  •  Gym/Fitness Room  •  Tumble Dryer  • 
Dishwasher  •  Wine Cellar  •  Working Fireplace/Woodburner  •  Heating  • 
Theme park  •  Water park  •  Forest park/High-rope course  •  Ideal for Babies
& Toddlers  •  High Chair(s)
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Interior & Grounds

Villa Interiors

Main Level

-    Living room with French windows opening to covered terrace
-    Adjacent office area with bureau
-    Dining room with French windows opening to courtyard
-    Open plan kitchen, fully-equipped including coffee machine, toaster,
kettle, fridge-freezer, gas stove, electric oven and dishwasher 
-    Breakfast room
-    Fitness room (bike, treadmill, cross trainer, free weights and yoga mat)
-    Small office

First Floor (via spiral staircase)

-    Bedroom with king-size double bed and en suite bathroom
-    Bedroom with king-size double bed, access to terrace and en suite
bathroom
-    Bedroom with queen-size double bed, access to terrace and en suite
shower room

Second Floor (via spiral staircase)

-    Bedroom with queen-size double bed (sloping ceilings)
-    Bedroom with four single beds (sloping ceilings)
-    Bathroom with bath/shower

Top Floor (via spiral staircase)

-    Viewing tower with views of mountains, countryside and sea

Basement

-    Wine cellar
-    Storage and utility room

Outside Grounds (3000m2)

-    Swimming pool (15x7m, depth: max 3m) with safety alarm
-    Pool house with summer kitchen, gas barbecue, shower room and WC
-    Terrace with al-fresco dining area
-    Mediterranean garden
-    Parking

Facilities

-    Air-conditioning (bedrooms only)
-    Gas-lit fireplaces (x2)
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Location & Local Information

In the ‘Quartier Rothschild’ of Grasse with a 460m
elevation, Villa Germaine enjoys incredible views over the
Côte d'Azur hinterland towards the Mediterranean – you
may even be able to see as far as Corsica on a very clear
day.

It’s just a 5-minute drive to Grasse or some guests may
enjoy the leisurely stroll into the heart of the old town,
taking just under half an hour (just off the road that
connects Grasse and Villeneuve-Loubet, note that part of
the route is without a pavement). Grasse is such a
beautiful town with its medieval lanes, little squares, the
daily flower market and a wealth of pretty restaurants and
café terraces. Potter around its weekly market on a
Wednesday morning and admire the Reubens artwork in
the 12th century Cathédrale Notre-Dame du Puy.

Known as the perfume capital of France, you can visit
perfume studios and factories in Grasse with brands such
as Galimard and Fragonard alongside the Musée
International de la Parfumerie. Look out for workshops
taking place and create your very own fragrance during
your stay in Grasse.

In every direction there are gorgeous landscapes and
picture-perfect villages to discover. Overlooking the
Vallée du Loup, perched Gourdon (11km) is one of
France’s most stunning villages whilst nearby Cabris (9km)
is home to a Michelin starred restaurant. St Paul de Vence
and Vence, both around half an hour by car, are a must for
art lovers whilst slightly closer to home is historic
Valbonne (10km) which hosts one of the region’s best
markets on a Friday morning.

Follow Picasso’s footsteps in the flower-filled lanes of
Mougins (13km), an artistic village with a fine gastronomic
reputation, before driving down to Cannes (20km), home
to the grand boulevard La Croisette, as well as palm-
fringed beaches, glitzy marina, bustling markets,
boutiques, upmarket restaurants and the famous Palais
des Festivals.
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From Cannes you can partake in a range of seasonal
watersports or organise a skippered yacht for a tour of the
French Riviera coastline. Ferries take you across to the
picturesque Lérins Islands for more wonderful scenery
and swimming opportunities.

There are further fantastic beaches around Juan-les-Pins
(26km), a chic resort loved by Parisians in the height of the
summer, well known for its many beachside restaurants
and atmospheric nightlife. The old quarter of Antibes
(27km) is full of historic charm, a real gem of the French
Riviera and home to the Musée Picasso, whilst Cap
d’Antibes is a paradise for hikers with its coastal walking
trails.

Continuing east, passing the grand city of Nice, admire the
beauty of Cap Ferrat (43km), home to the impressive Villa
Ephrussi de Rothschild, stop off at one of the beaches
near Beaulieu-sur-Mer (44km), gaze at the views from
hilltop Éze (55km) or head as far as Monaco (65km) for an
amazing day out.

Away from the Côte d'Azur shores, Lac de Saint-Cassien
(23km) is home to scenic walking trails and other outdoor
adventures including summer watersports, biking, horse-
riding and more. Meanwhile, golf lovers have a choice of
courses from nearby Golf du Claux Amic Sa to the
prestigious surroundings of Royal Mougins Golf Resort.

Local Amenities

Nearest Airport Nice Airport
(30km)

Nearest Airport 2 Marseille Airport
(187km)

Nearest Restaurant Central Grasse
(2km)

Nearest Town Grasse
(2km)

Nearest Supermarket
(2km)
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Nearest City Cannes/Nice
(20km/44km)

Nearest Golf Golf du Claux Amic Sa
(8km)

Nearest Beach Cannes
(20km)

Nearest Train Station Grasse
(3km)

Nearest Tennis Tennis Altitude 500 Grasse
(4km)
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What we love

A beautiful Belle Époque residence in an exclusive neighbourhood of Grasse
Follow the footsteps of house guests such as Renoir, Degas and Picasso
Admire 360-degree views towards the sea and mountains from the top-floor
viewing tower
It’s a short drive or leisurely stroll into the heart of Grasse with its charming
old quarter and perfume heritage
Cannes and the beaches of the French Riviera are 20km by car

What you should know…

Air-conditioning is featured in the bedrooms only.
The leisurely stroll into the heart of Grasse takes just under half an hour (just off the road that connects Grasse and
Villeneuve-Loubet, note that part of the route is without a pavement).
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Terms & Conditions

- Security deposit: €2000 charged to client’s credit card as a pre-authorisation one month before arrival and refunded two weeks after departure, subject to full inspection.

- Arrival time: 4.00 - 6.00 p.m.

- Departure time: 10.00 a.m.

- Energy costs included?: Yes.

- Linen & towels included?: Yes.

- Pets welcome?: Not allowed.

- Other Ts and Cs: Weddings, stag/hen parties and any special events are not allowed. Air-conditioning is featured in the bedrooms only.

- Changeover day: Saturday. All other changeover days on request.

- End of stay cleaning available?: No. Extra €400, paid to Oliver's Travels at the time of booking. This is for a standard changeover clean. Guests are required to leave the accommodation clean, tidy and in the same
condition as on their arrival. Any extra cleaning, laundry, maintenance and/or garbage disposal required will be charged against the security deposit

- Smoking Allowed?: No.

- Minimum stay: 7 nights. All other durations on request.

- Heating costs included?: Yes.

- Tax: French Visitors Tax payable to Oliver's Travels at the time of balance payment. (typically costs around €17 per adult per week- please enquire if exact amount is required).

- Pool towels included?: Yes.

- Pool opening dates?: Please note that pool opening dates are subject to local weather conditions and pool maintenance requirements and that cooler months may not be suitable for swimming.
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