Le Jardin Des Fleurs

Region: Languedoc _Sleeps: 12

Overview

Pretty climbing roses, jasmine, lavender and terracotta
pots of geranium. Soak up the charming ambience of this
authentic farmhouse in southern France, set in beautiful
gardens by the banks of a historic stream and surrounded
by wheat fields and summer sunflowers of the Lauragais
countryside.

Around a 15-minute drive from Castelnaudary and the
Canal du Midi, Le Jardin Des Fleurs is a delightful
farmhouse that dates back to the 19th century. Its
gorgeous garden leads down to a gentle-flowing stream
where water flows from the Montagne Noire to the Canal
du Midi - if you follow the stream and walk for 40 minutes it
brings you to an attractive lake with a play area and French
restaurant serving traditional fare. Look out for red
squirrels on your way and you may be lucky enough to
spot an otter!

Back to the enchanting home, up to 12 guests will be
made to feel welcome at Le Jardin Des Fleurs and there
will be a bottle of sparkling Limoux waiting in the fridge for
you. Split across three wings and with six bedrooms
across two different parts of the house, the layout could
suit two families travelling together or a group of friends.
Gather in the grand salon with its high ceilings, comfy
sofas and large dining table or cook up a feast in the
kitchen, the central heart of the home with doors leading
out to the kitchen terrace and barbecue.

The six bedrooms are all a good size, two with en suite
bathrooms including the romantic double in the east wing
with its own clawfoot tub. We also love the ground floor
bedroom with French doors opening out to the garden
terrace. Across the home there is a true sense of rustic
French character with exposed stone walls and traditional
furnishings alongside a wonderful feeling of warmth and
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charm.

Dine together in the shade by the stone barbecue, cool off
in the large swimming pool which can be heated on
request and drink coffee or Languedoc wine beneath the
picture-perfect pergola with trailing roses and
passionflower. The more energetic can play badminton
and boules or wander down to the little bridge near the
house for picnics by the stream and a game of pooh
sticks!

Find a fantastic boulangerie and excellent auberge
(formerly with a Michelin star) in Saint-Félix-Lauragais,
about a 10-minute drive away, or head south to nearby
Castelnaudary for boat trips along the Canal du Midi and
restaurants serving Cassoulet. The Saturday morning
market in Revel is not to be missed, considered to be one
of the finest in France, whilst food lovers will also
appreciate the especially pretty Monday morning market
in the gorgeous town of Mirepoix.

You could even spend the day in Carcassonne visiting its
medieval citadel, a UNESCO World Heritage site, before
leaving the hordes of tourists behind as you return to the
sleepy Lauragais landscapes of this captivating region.

Facilities

Maid Service Available « Weddings ¢ Villa ¢ Laptop Friendly Workspace
Great Value * Wi-Fi/Internet « Table Tennis * Tennis Nearby ¢ Waterfront
* Rural Location ¢ Cots (Cribs) * DVD ¢ Pre-Stocked Fridge Available *
Board games ¢ Private Pool ¢ Pool Safety Feature * Heated Pool
Badminton ¢ Ideal for Babies & Toddlers * Boules/Petanque ¢ Ideal for Kids
* |deal for Teens * Pets on Request * <1hrto Airport = Washing Machine ¢
Dishwasher ¢ Microwave ¢ Ground Floor Bed & Bath ¢ Satellite TV
Outdoor Games ¢ Heating ¢ High Chair(s) « Walking/Hiking Paths ¢ Wine
Tasting * Cycling * Outstanding Landscapes ¢ Outdoor Pursuit & Activities
» Tourist Towns & Villages ¢ Historical Sites * Boat Trips
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Interior & Grounds

House Interiors
West Wing (via steps)

- Grand Salon with lounge and large dining table (for 14
guests), table tennis and French windows opening on to
front drive

Central Wing Ground Floor

- Dining room with table for 8 guests

- Kitchen, well-equipped including electric cooker, hob,
kettle, fridge-freezer, microwave, dishwasher, blender and
cafetiere. Doors lead to al-fresco dining terrace and
barbecue

- Pantry with dishwasher, sink, small fridge and laundry
area

- Den

Central Wing Upstairs

- Bedroom 1 with double bed and en suite bathroom with
bath and shower

- Bedroom 2 with twin beds and cot. Both bathrooms on
this floor can be accessed from Bedroom 2 (via lockable
doors)

- Bedroom 3 with double bed and en suite bathroom with
corner bath and two sinks

East Wing Ground Floor

- Library with choice of books and desk

- Bedrooms 4 with double bed, sink and French windows
opening out to garden terrace

- Shower room (shared between bedrooms 4 and 5)

East Wing Upstairs (via ironwork spiral staircase from
library)

- Bedroom 5 with double bed and sink
- Bedroom 6 with large double bed and open-plan
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bathroom with clawfoot bath
Outside Grounds

- Swimming pool (12x6m including Roma steps) with
perimeter alarm system. The pool can be heated via oll
heating (extra charge) or via the solar pool cover (free of
charge). Open approximately May to October

- Pergola with table for 8 guests

- Shaded area for al-fresco dining (12 guests) and stone
barbecue (a few steps from the pool)

- Badminton and boules

- Field opposite the house with two stone buildings

- Garden leads to stream

Facilities

- Broadband Wi-Fi

- Heating

- TV with British channels and Apple TV
- Library with desk and books

- Board games

- Boules and badminton

- Table tennis

- Washing machine
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Location & Local Information

Le Jardin Des Fleurs is set amongst the beautiful
Lauragais landscapes in the Aude department, close to
Haute-Garonne and Tarn, 14km from Castelnaudary and
the Canal du Midi. Both Carcassonne and Toulouse
Airports are less than an hour away by car whilst
Castelnaudary is the nearest train station (with
connections to Narbonne or Toulouse for TGV services
from Paris).

This is a relatively unknown area of France meaning you
can soak up the authentic ambience of local villages and
towns without hordes of tourists. Start off at the end of
your garden where a gentle-flowing stream passes, taking
water from the Montagne Noire to the Canal du Midi. This
stream has historical significance and in the late 18th
century the then US president, who so loved the Canal du
Midi, walked along this very stream. Nowadays you can
potter along the pretty towpath and reach a lakeside
restaurant (closed Mondays and Tuesdays) in about 40
minutes for traditional French cuisine and ice-creams as
well as a play area. Otters have been spotted in the stream
recently and look out for red squirrels in the garden.

Food-lovers note that there is an excellent restaurant
(formerly with a Michelin star) with a picturesque terrace in
Saint-Félix-Lauragais (8km) - it's the perfect place for a
special celebratory meal but do book ahead as with all
good restaurants in the region. The same village's main
square is home to a boulangerie with a fantastic reputation
(closed Mondays). Closer to home, the tiny village within
walking distance usually has a travelling pizza van on a
Monday night.

The Saturday morning market in nearby Revel (15km) is
known to be one of the best in France, taking place in the
central square. Mirepoix (50km) also hosts a gorgeous
market on a Monday morning and it is such a pretty town
to visit. Meanwhile, Castelnaudary (14km) is the place to
go for a delicious lunch of cassoulet, perhaps followed by
a boat trip along the Canal du Midi. Other local delicacies
include goat's cheese, foie gras, venison and duck whilst
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wine-lovers can venture further afield towards the
Languedoc vineyards of Carcassonne and Minerve.

This region is wonderful for cycling along the country
lanes as well as lakeside walks, summer swimming and
seasonal watersports at Bassin de Saint-Ferréol, just a 20-
minute drive away. The incredible scenery of the Black
Mountains is also waiting to be explored with its little
villages, forests, streams, lakes and historic castles.

You may also wish to spend the day in Carcassonne
(58km), one of France's most visited destinations with its
medieval citadel, a UNESCO World Heritage site. For a
change of scene, don't miss the old town, La Bastide
Saint-Louis, with its atmospheric café terraces,
restaurants, wine-bars, shops and markets.

Local Amenities

Nearest Airport Carcassonne Airport
(57km)

Nearest Airport 2 Toulouse-Blagnac Airport
(59km)

Nearest Train Station ~ Gare de Castelnaudary
(15km)

Nearest Village Small rural village
(550m)

Nearest Shop Bakery in Saint-Félix-Lauragais
(9km)

Nearest Restaurant Local area

(40-minute walk or short drive)

Nearest Town Castelnaudary/Revel
(14km/15km)

Nearest Supermarket  Near Castelnaudary/Villefranche-de-Lauragais
(14km/18km)

Nearest City Toulouse
(46km)
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What we love What you should know...

The flower-filled garden of this 19th century farmhouse features jasmine, « Acarisneeded to be able to reach shops and to explore the beautiful region. There is a restaurant you can walk to following
honeysuckle, pink and red roses, an old fig tree and pretty pots of geraniums the towpath by the stream (around a 40-minute stroll) whilst other excellent places to eat are within driving distance.
Sit beneath the passionflower-clad pergola with a glass of Languedoc wine

overlooking the picturesque swimming pool

The garden leads down to a pretty stream - walk along the stream for around

40 minutes and reach a delightful lakeside restaurant serving traditional

French fare

Visit nearby Revel with its famous Saturday morning market, one of the best

in France, and sail along the Canal du Midi in Castelnaudary

You could even venture to the medieval citadel of Carcassonne for a

magnificent day out

Le Jardin Des Fleurs Page 7



Terms & Conditions

- Security deposit: £500 paid via bank transfer to the owner one month before/upon arrival and refunded two weeks after departure, subject to full inspection.

- Arrival time: 4.00 p.m.

- Departure time: 10.00 a.m.

- Energy costs included?: Yes (see below re. heating).

- Linen & towels included?: Yes.

- Pets welcome?: On request only and with prior agreement with the owner.

- Other Ts and Cs: Weddings are on request only and subject to prior arrangement with the owner and additional charges. Stag/hen parties and any other special events are not allowed.
- Changeover day: Saturday in July and August. Flexible during all other periods.

- End of stay cleaning available?: No. Extra £250 per week, paid via bank transfer to the owner one month before arrival. This is for a standard changeover clean. Guests are required to leave the accommodation clean, tidy
and in the same condition as on their arrival. Any extra cleaning, laundry, maintenance and/or rubbish disposal required will be charged against the security deposit.

- Smoking Allowed?: Outside only.
- Minimum stay: 7 nights. All other durations on request.
- Heating costs included?: Extra £150 per week, paid via bank transfer to the owner one month before arrival.

- Pool heating charge?: Extra £150 per week if required (oil heating) paid via bank transfer to the owner one month before arrival or there is a solar pool cover which is free of charge. Please note that like all heated pools,
pool heating and water temperature are reliant on weather and outside temperatures.

- Tax: French Visitors Tax is included.
- Pool towels included?: Yes.

- Pool opening dates?: The pool is open approximately May to October. Please note that pool opening dates are subject to local weather conditions and pool maintenance requirements and that cooler months may not be
suitable for swimming.
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